Bias arising in case-control studies from selection of controls from overlapping groups.
Three examples are used to demonstrate that the selection of controls from categories that overlap can lead to bias. Case-control studies that use friend controls and the practice of age-matching controls to cases within a specified number of years (caliper matching) are examples of the selection bias described in the paper. The bias resulting from the use of friend controls can be large and, since the use of friend controls is common, this source of bias is of considerable practical consequence. The use of friend controls or the selection of controls according to other variables with categories that overlap should be avoided.